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chief. And this helps to explain how it was that Lesbos
took over the tradition of the Thracian, the Pierian, music—
taking up, as the poets had it, the head of Orpheus when it
was whirled " down the swift Hebrus to the Lesbian shore ".
Kyme was for some reason the butt of its neighbours,
who made it a byword for stupidity ; its inhabitants, people
said, took 300 years to find out the uses of a harbour and had
to be summoned by a herald to come in out of the rain.1
Of the second story, Strabo gives a charming " rationaliza-
tion " : The people were in financial straits, he says, and
borrowed money on the security of the colonnades or covered
walks that surrounded a Greek city's public square. Then
they failed to pay the debt punctually and were debarred
from using the colonnades ; and then it came on to rain,
and there was to be seen the pathetic sight of the whole
business community getting wet. And the creditors, struck
with compassion (ko,t' alSu> two,), sent round the town-crier
to say " Come into the shelters. . . ."
The other joke, he says, arose from the fact that it was
300 years after the foundation of the city when they let out
their harbour-dues to tax-farmers for the first time, not
having previously raised any revenue from such dues.
Now this may be quite true, and the date it gives us is
about 750 b.c.—three hundred years after the traditional
foundation of the city by Gras, the son of Archelaos, the
son of Penthilos, the son of Orestes, the son of Agamemnon,
who fought at Troy. How accurate these dates based on
calculations as to the length of a generation may be, or
whether all the early traditional dates are not too early,
does not matter for the moment. The point is that Kyme
is said to have been levying import and export dues in the
middle of the eighth century, just about the time when,
on the same chronological calculations, the great outburst
of Greek oversea activity was beginning. There is nothing
impossible in this. Two centuries later an inscription of
Kyzikos 2 shows that in that city at least the list of indirect
1	Str. xiii, 622.
2	Dittenberger's Syllog(?> No. 4.

